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Hepatocellular Carcinoma: Screening, Diagnosis & Management Meeting

Sponsored by NIDDK, NCI, NIBIB, and VA; April 1-3, 2004

Hepatocellular Carcinoma: Screening, Diagnosis & Management, a meeting sponsored by NIDDK, NCI, NIBIB and the VA will be held April 1-3, 2004 at the Natcher Conference Center on the NIH campus.  The meeting will cover world-wide trends in incidence; molecular pathogenesis; relationship to environmental factors, HCV, HBV, alcohol and obesity; current status of screening; proteomic approaches to diagnosis & screening; radiologic, magnetic and molecular imaging; ablative therapies; chemotherapy; immunotherapy; surgical resection and liver transplantation; approaches to primary and secondary prevention.  The meeting will be held during the week of the Washington D.C. Cherry Blossom Festival.  Poster-Abstracts are encouraged.  Preregistration is recommended.  The agenda and details are given at: http://www.niddk.nih.gov/fund/other/hepato_carc/index.htm 

Overcoming Side Effects as Obstacles to HCV Treatment

VA Satellite TV 2 – Part Series

The San Francisco VAMC’ s Hepatitis C Resource Center (HCRC), in collaboration with the Minneapolis GRECC and the VA National HIV/Hepatitis C Program are pleased to announce our 2-part series entitled: Overcoming Side Effects as Obstacles to HCV Treatment Series (flyer attached). Part One, Monitoring and Managing General Side Effects, premieres on Tuesday, March 9,  2004 followed by Part Two, Managing Anemia and Other Hematological Side Effects,  at the same times on the following Tuesday, March 16, 2004.


This program was designed to help physicians, physician assistants, pharmacists, nurse practitioners, nurses, gastroenterologists, hepatologists, social workers and others who are providing direct care to HCV-infected patients who are considering, or who are currently on, treatment. Program topics will include ways to manage and monitor general and hematological HCV Tx side effects, including dose management strategies, practical tips as well as case discussions and other resources throughout the programs.  See attached files for additional information.
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CME on HIV Therapy Available for MDs, NPs, Nurses, Pharmacists and PAs
Public Health Strategic Health Care Group, VACO

       Continuing education credits are available for physicians, physician's assistants, nurse practitioners, nurses, and pharmacists.  VA central office has booklets and CD ROMs to distribute to field providers who were unable to attend the recent VA national audio conference on, HIV/AIDS Update:  Use of HIV-1 Protease Inhibitors in Clinical Practice - Current Approaches - Metabolic Complications - Resistance. VA providers can earn 1.5 CME/CEU hours up until February 2005.  To receive materials, contact Trina Alexander, VACO, at 202-273-8567 or email at trina.alexander@hq.med.va.gov. For more information about the teleconference, go to http://www.tivcme.com/VAHIV.

Public Health Strategic Healthcare Group Web Sites

PHSHG Web Site

Internet:  http://www.publichealth.va.gov
Intranet:  http://vaww.vhaco.va.gov/phshcg
Center for Quality Management in Public Health (CQM)

Internet:  http://www.publichealth.va.gov/cqm/mission.htm
Intranet:  http://vaww.vhaco.va.gov/phshcg/cqm/TOC.htm
Hepatitis C

Internet:  http://www.hepatitis.va.gov/
HIV/Hep C Prevention

Internet:  http://www.publichealth.va.gov/prevention/TOC.htm
Intranet:  http://vaww.vhaco.va.gov/phshcg/prevention/TOC.htm
Smoking and Tobacco Use Cessation

Internet:  http://www.publichealth.va.gov/smoking/TOC.htm
Intranet:  http://vaww.vhaco.va.gov/phshcg/smoking/TOC.htm
Public Health Watch

Internet:  http://www.publichealth.va.gov/watch
Intranet:  http://vaww.vhaco.va.gov/phshcg/watch
SARS
Internet:  http://www.publichealth.va.gov/SARS
Intranet:  http://vaww.vhaco.va.gov/phshcg/SARS
HIV Insite Coverage of the 11th Conference on Retroviruses and Opportunistic Infections,
February 8-11, 2003, San Francisco, CA

Summaries of selected presentations from HIV InSite's medical editors, news stories, and links to conference coverage. http://hivinsite.ucsf.edu/InSite.jsp?page=cf11croi-00-00
Featured Resource: Database of Antiretroviral Drug Interactions

HIV InSite's fully referenced searchable database of interactions involving at least one antiretroviral drug. Provides information regarding effects on drug levels, potential clinical effects, mechanisms of interaction, management tips, and suggested alternative agents.

http://hivinsite.ucsf.edu/InSite.jsp?page=ar-00-02
Mucosal Transmission Mechanisms in HIV Infection (Funding Information)

Fund Number:  2493 

Fund Category:  HIV/AIDS 

Description:

The American Foundation for AIDS Research (amfAR) is pleased to announce the availability of targeted support for research projects in biomedical science relevant to Mucosal Transmission Mechanisms in HIV Infection. The mission of amfAR's Basic Research Program is to identify, fund, and advance innovative, creative, and timely research and research education projects in the basic science of HIV/AIDS. This goal is predicated on the belief that an understanding of the biology of HIV is the best means by which effective treatments and primary prevention measures, and an eventual cure, will be achieved. This RFP targets projects exploring mucosal transmission mechanisms of HIV-1 that might be exploited in the design of anti-HIV microbicides. Absent 

an effective vaccine, these products could serve as key prevention alternatives, particularly as they might be used covertly. However, research in this area has been hampered by a lack of basic information on HIV-mucosa interactions. Specific areas of interest pertaining to this RFP include, but are not limited to, study of: (1) Cellular and cytokine defense mechanisms in the genital tissue (including defensins, chemokines, innate immunity); (2) Early events in vaginal and rectal transmission (for example by using confocal microscopy, single-round replication viruses, explant models); (3) Effects of hormones (including both endogenous and exogenous) on HIV acquisition and disease progression; (4) Cellular and molecular responses to sexual intercourse (including cytokines, chemokines, genital fluids); While this RFP is not intended for support of clinical trials, small, hypothesis-testing studies involving human subjects will be considered. 

Sponsor(s):

American Foundation for AIDS Research

Web Page: www.amfar.org 

Letter of Intent Date:     03/09/2004         E-mailed LOI due 

03/09/2004; Hard copies due 03/12/2004; Applications solicited 

04/12/04(tentative). 

Application Due Date:     05/11/2004         Tentative. 

Application Process:

To be considered for solicitation of a full application, investigators must first submit a Letter of Intent (LOI). LOIs must be prepared using the amfAR-provided forms which may be downloaded by accessing the website: www.amfar.org/cgi-bin/iowa/grants/rfp.html?record=4. 

Award Notes:

Funding will be available for: (1) Basic Research Grants - $75,000 direct costs plus up to 20% for indirect costs. One-year performance period starting July 1, 2004; (2) amfAR Fellowships - $35,000 salary support and $10,000 for supplies plus up to 10% for indirect costs for each year. Two-year performance period starting July 1, 2004; and (3) Short-Term Travel Grants - $5,000 for short-term research, training, or study at another national or international institution. Performance periods of up to 12 months starting as early as July 1, 2004. 

Eligible Locations:

 - International 

 - National 

Application Contact Name:

Application Contact Address:

amfAR 

120 Wall St, 13th Fl 

New York,  NY   100053908 

United States 

E-mail:  grants@amfar.org 

Phone:   212- 806-1696 

Fax:   212- 806-1601 

Support Types:

 - Fellowship Funds -- to an Org, for Fellowships 

 - Research 

 - Travel Expenses 

Subject Areas:

 - Disease Transmission 

 - HIV/AIDS Prevention 

 - Research Programs 

 - Sexual Transmission 

Audiences:

 - HIV Positive Persons

 - Persons with HIV/AIDS

Eligibility:

 - Individuals

 - International Agencies

 - Nonprofit Organizations

Eligibility Notes:

(1) Research grants are given to nonprofit institutions to support an investigator-led project approved by the Foundation, principal investigators for research grants must be faculty-level researchers affiliated with a nonprofit institution. (2) An amfAR fellowship is a grant that encourages the postdoctoral (M.D., Ph.D., or equivalent) investigator with limited experience in the field of HIV/AIDS to embark on or redirect a career in HIV/AIDS research. (3) amfAR short-term travel grants support postdoctoral investigators affiliated with nonprofit institutions worldwide.  
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February 24th, 2004

Dear HCV Provider,


Mark your calendar! Tuesdays at lunch time have become “must-see TV in HCV” in March….

The San Francisco VAMC’ s Hepatitis C Resource Center (HCRC), in collaboration with the Minneapolis GRECC and the VA National HIV/Hepatitis C Program are pleased to announce our 2-part series entitled: Overcoming Side Effects as Obstacles to HCV Treatment Series (flyer attached). Part One, Monitoring and Managing General Side Effects, premieres on Tuesday, March 9th,  2004 followed by Part Two, Managing Anemia and Other Hematological Side Effects,  at the same times on the following Tuesday, March 16th, 2004.

This program was designed to help physicians, physician assistants, pharmacists, nurse practitioners, nurses, gastroenterologists, hepatologists, social workers and others who are providing direct care to HCV-infected patients who are considering, or who are currently on, treatment. Program topics will include ways to manage and monitor general and hematological HCV Tx side effects, including dose management strategies, practical tips as well as case discussions and other resources throughout the programs.

We are very excited about this 2-part series and have made some changes to it to further improve upon last year’s successful programming. Some of those changes include:

1. Moving from a 90 minute live show to 2 - 60 minute taped programs. 


Based on the feedback and evaluations from our 2003 Program Series, time was the biggest barrier for providers to be able to view the entire live program because it “cut into” their clinical time. As a result, we moved to 2 - “lunch hour” programs.  Although we have developed a 2-part series, each program was designed so that it could also “stand-alone”.  


2. All of the broadcasts are accredited for continuing educational units (CEUs). To access CEU forms, simply use your favorite server and type in "GRECC" and go to the Minneapolis GRECC site or go directly to their web address at: http://james.psych.umn.edu/~grecc/.

3. This series will be pre-recorded. This should reduce any problems with facilities trying to access the satellite programming. VA facilities simply have to turn their Satellite TV to Channel One for viewing. 

4. Each 60 minute satellite program will be broadcast twice on each date: at 12:30pm ET and then at 1:30pm ET to cover most lunch hours in VAMCs across the country. Both shows will be aired once again on Tuesday, March 30th and Tuesday, April 6th at 3:00pm ET to accommodate persons not able to view the previous dates and to our west coast viewer’s lunch time.

Please contact your VA’s satellite coordinator to arrange a viewing of this program at your facility.  More information is on the attached flyer, however, if you have any additional questions, need assistance with coordinating a lunch program, or have difficulty opening the document, please do not hesitate to contact Sue Currie at: Sue.Currie@med.va.gov .


Similar to previous programs, we will be sending out one videotape package that includes both parts of this series. These materials, also known as the Enduring Educational Materials Package, will be sent to each HCV Lead Clinician in the VA system. 
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        VA Satellite TV 2 – Part Series

Part 1: Monitoring and Managing General Side Effects –Tues, March 9th, 2004

Part 2: Managing Anemia & Other Hematological Side Effects –Tues, March 16, 2004



Faculty: 


Janet Durfee, RN, MSN, ANP-C, Nurse Practitioner, Minneapolis VAMC, Minneapolis, MN

Hal Yee, MD , PhD, Hepatologist, Director, Liver Transplantation,  Greater LA VA Healthcare System; 


Chief Hepatologist, University of California, Los Angeles, Los Angeles, CA

Helen Yee, PharmD, Clinical Pharmacy Specialist, San Francisco VAMC; Assistant Clinical Professor of Pharmacy, 

University of California, San Francisco, San Francisco, California 

Moderator: Dennis Douda, Television and radio anchor, WCCO Channel 4, Columbia Broadcasting System, Minneapolis, MN

                                                All satellite broadcasts will be closed captioned for the hearing impaired




Transmission Schedule: 


Premiere


Part 1: General Side Effects: Tuesday, March 9th, 2004

VA Knowledge Network             (Digital Channel #1)

· 12:30 p.m.  ET – 1:30 p.m. ET 
Pre-recorded

·   1:30 p.m.  ET – 2:30 p.m. ET
Taped

Part 2: Managing Anemia: Tuesday, March 16th, 2004


VA Knowledge Network             (Digital Channel #1)

· 12:30 p.m.  ET – 1:30 p.m. ET 
Pre-recorded

·   1:30 p.m.  ET – 2:30 p.m. ET
Taped

Repeat Broadcast

Part 1: General Side Effects: Tuesday, March 30th, 2004


VA Knowledge Network             (Digital Channel #1)

· 3:00 p.m.  ET – 4:00 p.m. ET 
Taped

Part 2: Managing Anemia: Tuesday, April 6th, 2004


VA Knowledge Network             (Digital Channel #1)

· 3:00 p.m.  ET – 4:00 p.m. ET 
Taped

Satellite Information: Just turn on TV and Select Channel #1

For assistance, call:
(314) 894-5773 


Target Audience: Physicians, physician assistants, pharmacists, nurse practitioners, nurses, gastroenterologists, hepatologists and others working in primary care who are providing direct care to HCV-infected patients who are considering, or who are currently on, treatment.


Purpose:  More effective therapies for hepatitis C, coupled with more veterans being screened and evaluated for hepatitis C therapy has increased the concern of side effects as potential obstacles to HCV therapy. Side effects may impact a patient’s decision to begin treatment, but it also may affect a provider’s ability to manage and care for the patient while on therapy. This series will educate and provide practical strategies to effectively manage side effects, from pre-treatment education of patients through their HCV treatment. The goal of this series is to improve patient quality of life, adherence and ultimately HCV treatment outcomes. 

Format: Both one hour programs include patient education, screening, and monitoring of side effects, dose management and case discussions as well as practical tips for patients and providers.

Objectives: 

1) To identify issues associated with treatment-related side effects (general and hematological)


2) To describe ways of monitoring and measuring side effects


3) To describe dose monitoring & management strategies for side effects 

4) To identify practical tips in the management of side effect in patients undergoing HCV antiviral therapy

Accreditation / CEUs:  Registrants can receive credits for attending these programs. After attending one or both programs, complete an evaluation form and Certificate of Attendance/Application for Credit form, and return the copy to GRECC for validation. Forms are available on the Internet by using your favorite server and entering “GRECC”.

Each activity has been planned and implemented in accordance with the Essential Areas & Policies of the Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education (ACCME) through the joint sponsorship of the Minneapolis Geriatric Research, Education & Clinical Center (GRECC) and the Department of Veteran Affairs Hepatitis-C Research Centers (HCRC). GRECC is accredited by the ACCME to provide continuing medical education for physicians. GRECC designates each activity for 1.0 credit hours in Category #1 of the Physician’s Recognition Award of the AMA.  


The Minneapolis GRECC is approved as a provider of continuing education in nursing by the Wisconsin Nurses Association Continuing Education Approval Program Committee, accredited as an approver of continuing education in nursing by the American Nurses Credentialing Center’s Commission on Accreditation.  Each activity is certified by GRECC for 1.25 contact hours for nurses. 


The Minneapolis GRECC is approved by the American Psychological Association (APA) to offer continuing education for psychologists.  GRECC offers each activity for 1.0 credit hours for psychologists.  The GRECC takes responsibility for the content, quality, and educational integrity of this activity.


New: CEUs are now available for this program for up to three months after this broadcast. Ask your VA’s HCV Lead Clinician for more details on how to view this program at a later date.


******************************************************************************************************************************************

Location:  ____________Local Viewing Time: ___________________________


For additional information, please contact: _________________________________at  ______________________

This program is supported in part by an unrestricted educational grant from AMGEN.














