










Item A
[Name] Medical Center Focusing on Hepatitis C During  

National Hepatitis Awareness Month, May 2002


In recognition of National Hepatitis Month, May 2002, the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) and its nationwide system of medical facilities are focusing attention on hepatitis C.  Hepatitis C is a viral infection of the liver that can lead to permanent liver problems, including cirrhosis (scarring) and liver failure.  Hepatitis C has been recognized as a cause of liver disease only since 1992.  Nearly four million Americans are believed to be affected with the virus, and there may an increased risk of the disease in some subgroups of veterans.  

Hepatitis C infection is one of VA’s highest health priorities. “As the largest, single provider of hepatitis C care in the country, VA is setting the standard for how large health care organizations can respond to the needs of patients with this disease,” says [name} VA Medical Center Director [or other spokesman such as the lead clinician for hepatitis C].   The Department has established a National Hepatitis C Program, which works with [name] Medical Center and other VA facilities throughout the country to ensure that patients with or at risk for this insidious disease receive the highest quality care services.


As part of the national effort in hepatitis C, [name] Medical Center is participating in:

· Implementing the system-wide VA policy of screening all veterans who use VA medical facilities for hepatitis C risk factors; some 1.7 million veterans have been screened in the past 2 years.

· Offering hepatitis C testing to veterans who have risk factors and to any veterans who request a test.

· Providing the full range of care and multidisciplinary teamwork that hepatitis C requires; over 78,000 veterans with hepatitis C were cared for in VA facilities in the past year. 

· Educating and informing health providers, patients and their families and people at risk of hepatitis C

· Helping to implement the VA’s National Hepatitis C Case Registry, announced in April 2002, which will track data on VA patients with hepatitis C, collect information on patient care and outcomes, and determine ways to further improve the quality of care. 


People with hepatitis C may not feel sick and therefore may not know they have it until liver damage occurs. A vaccine is not available against the virus. The disease is spread mainly through the blood and key risk factors include injection drug use, blood transfusion or organ transplantation before safer procedures were begun in 1992, and exposure to blood through work or casual contact.  It is important to be checked out for hepatitis C and its risk factors, especially as there is much people can do to reduce their likelihood of exposure to the hepatitis C virus and, if the disease is present, to lessen liver damage and the risk of exposing others.  For more information on hepatitis and on the VA’s National Hepatitis C Program, visit the VA’s Internet site www.va.gov/hepatitisc.


Veterans wishing to be tested for hepatitis C can call [name] Medical Center at [number] to enroll in the VA system if necessary and be tested.
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